Twelve Months of Dwelling in the Word
One of Twelve Months of Dwelling in the Word*

Theme: Embody and Live the Concerns and Passion of Christ
Doctrine and Covenants 164:9

a. Beloved children of the Restoration, your continuing faith adventure with God has been
divinely led, eventful, challenging, and sometimes surprising to you. By the grace of God, you
are poised to fulfill God’s ultimate vision for the church.

b. When your willingness to live in sacred community as Christ’s new creation exceeds your
natural fear of spiritual and relational transformation, you will become who you are called to
be. The rise of Zion the beautiful, the peaceful reign of Christ, awaits your whole-hearted
response to the call to make and steadfastly hold to God’s covenant of peace in Jesus Christ.

c. This covenant entails sacramental living that respects and reveals God'’s presence and
reconciling activity in creation. It requires whole-life stewardship dedicated to expanding the
church’s restoring ministries, especially those devoted to asserting the worth of persons,
protecting the sacredness of creation, and relieving physical and spiritual suffering.

d. If you truly would be Community of Christ, then embody and live the concerns and passion of
Christ.

e. The challenges and opportunities are momentous. Will you remain hesitant in the shadows
of your fears, insecurities, and competing loyalties? Or will you move forward in the light of
your divinely instilled call and vision?

f. The mission of Jesus Christ is what matters most for the journey ahead.

John 1:14 (The Message)

The Word became flesh and blood, and moved into the neighborhood. We saw the glory with
our own eyes, the one-of-a-kind glory, like Father, like Son, Generous inside and out, true from
start to finish.

Questions:

1. Asyou were listening to the scripture, what word, emotion, feeling, phrase, idea, or
image do you sense God drawing you to dwell upon?
2. What do you sense God is leading you to explore or to give attention to?
What new understanding, way of being, and living Christ’s mission is emerging for you?
4. How does this passage call us as a congregation into Christ’s mission?



Two of Twelve Months of Dwelling in the Word

Theme: Journeying with Christ — Luke 24:13-26, 28-31 (NRSV)

13 Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven
miles from Jerusalem, 14 and talking with each other about all these things that had happened.
15 While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, 16 but
their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17 And he said to them, "What are you discussing
with each other while you walk along?" They stood still, looking sad. 18 Then one of them,
whose name was Cleopas, answered him, "Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not
know the things that have taken place there in these days?" 19 He asked them, "What things?"
They replied, "The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word
before God and all the people, 20 and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be
condemned to death and crucified him. 21 But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem
Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. 22
Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning,
23 and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had indeed
seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. 24 Some of those who were with us went to
the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see him." 25 Then he said
to them, "Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have
declared! 26 Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter
into his glory?" ... 28 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead
as if he were going on. 29 But they urged him strongly, saying, "Stay with us, because it is
almost evening and the day is now nearly over." So he went in to stay with them. 30 When he
was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31 Then
their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight.

Questions:

1. Asyou were listening to the scripture, what word, emotion, feeling, phrase, idea, or
image do you sense God drawing you to dwell upon?

2. What do you sense God is leading you to explore or to give attention to?

3. What new understanding, way of being, and living Christ’s mission is emerging for you?
How does this passage call us as a congregation into Christ’s mission?



Three (Optionl) of Twelve Months of Dwelling in the Word

Themes: Unity, Giftedness and Worth of Persons — Ephesians 4:1-7, 11-16 (The Message)

1-3 In light of all this, here's what | want you to do. While I'm locked up here, a prisoner for the
Master, | want you to get out there and walk—better yet, run!—on the road God called you to
travel. | don't want any of you sitting around on your hands. | don't want anyone strolling off,
down some path that goes nowhere. And mark that you do this with humility and discipline—
not in fits and starts, but steadily, pouring yourselves out for each other in acts of love, alert at
noticing differences and quick at mending fences.

4-6You were all called to travel on the same road and in the same direction, so stay together,
both outwardly and inwardly. You have one Master, one faith, one baptism, one God and
Father of all, who rules over all, works through all, and is present in all. Everything you are and
think and do is permeated with Oneness.

11-16But that doesn't mean you should all look and speak and act the same. Out of the
generosity of Christ, each of us is given his own gift. He handed out gifts above and below, filled
heaven with his gifts, filled earth with his gifts. He handed out gifts of apostle, prophet,
evangelist, and pastor-teacher to train Christ's followers in skilled servant work, working within
Christ's body, the church, until we're all moving rhythmically and easily with each other,
efficient and graceful in response to God's Son, fully mature adults, fully developed within and
without, fully alive like Christ.

14-16No prolonged infancies among us, please. We'll not tolerate babes in the woods, small
children who are an easy mark for impostors. God wants us to grow up, to know the whole
truth and tell it in love—like Christ in everything. We take our lead from Christ, who is the
source of everything we do. He keeps us in step with each other. His very breath and blood flow
through us, nourishing us so that we will grow up healthy in God, robust in love.

Questions:

1. Asyou were listening to the scripture, what word, emotion, feeling, phrase, idea, or
image do you sense God drawing you to dwell upon?
What do you sense God is leading you to explore or to give attention to?
3. What new understanding, way of being, and living Christ’s mission is emerging for you?
4. How does this passage call us as a congregation into Christ’s mission?



Three (Option 2) of Twelve Months of Dwelling in the Word

Themes: Unity, Giftedness and Worth of Persons — Ephesians 4:1-7, 11-16 (NRSV)

| therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you
have been called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in
love, 3 making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There is
one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, 5 one Lord, one
faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all. 7 But
each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ’s gift.

11 The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists,
some pastors and teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the
body of Christ, 13 until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son
of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ. 14 We must no longer be
children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind of doctrine, by people’s trickery, by
their craftiness in deceitful scheming. 15 But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in
every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16 from whom the whole body, joined and
knitted together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is working properly,
promotes the body’s growth in building itself up in love.

Questions:

1. Asyou were listening to the scripture, what word, emotion, feeling, phrase, idea, or
image do you sense God drawing you to dwell upon?

2. What do you sense God is leading you to explore or to give attention to?

3. What new understanding, way of being, and living Christ’s mission is emerging for you?
How does this passage call us as a congregation into Christ’s mission?



Four of Twelve Months of Dwelling in the Word

Themes: Relationships with God, Neighbor and Self — Mark 12:28-34 (NRSV)

28 One of the scribes came near and heard them disputing with one another, and seeing that
he answered them well, he asked him, "Which commandment is the first of all?" 29 Jesus
answered, "The first is, "Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; 30 you shall love the
Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all
your strength.' 31 The second is this, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself.' There is no
other commandment greater than these." 32 Then the scribe said to him, "You are right,
Teacher; you have truly said that "he is one, and besides him there is no other'; 33 and "to love
him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the strength,' and "to love
one's neighbor as oneself,'—this is much more important than all whole burnt offerings and
sacrifices." 34 When Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, "You are not far from
the kingdom of God." After that no one dared to ask him any question.

Questions:

1. Asyou were listening to the scripture, what word, emotion, feeling, phrase, idea, or
image do you sense God drawing you to dwell upon?
What do you sense God is leading you to explore or to give attention to?
What new understanding, way of being, and living Christ’s mission is emerging for you?
4. How does this passage call us as a congregation into Christ’s mission?



Five of Twelve Months of Dwelling in the Word

Themes: Doing a New Thing, Tradition in Tension with God’s Purposes — Mark 7:1-8 (NRSV)

1 Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered
around him, 2 they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with defiled hands, that is,
without washing them. 3 (For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly
wash their hands, thus observing the tradition of the elders; 4 and they do not eat anything
from the market unless they wash it; and there are also many other traditions that they
observe, the washing of cups, pots, and bronze kettles. ) 5 So the Pharisees and the scribes
asked him, "Why do your disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with
defiled hands?" 6 He said to them, "Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as it is
written, "This people honors me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me; 7 in vain do
they worship me, teaching human precepts as doctrines.' 8 You abandon the commandment of
God and hold to human tradition."

Questions:

1. Asyou were listening to the scripture, what word, emotion, feeling, phrase, idea, or
image do you sense God drawing you to dwell upon?
What do you sense God is leading you to explore or to give attention to?
What new understanding, way of being, and living Christ’s mission is emerging for you?
4. How does this passage call us as a congregation into Christ’s mission?



Six of Twelve Months of Dwelling in the Word

Theme: God Makes His Appeal Through Us — 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 (NRSV)

16 From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we
once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 17 So if
anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has
become new! 18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given
us the ministry of reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself,
not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us.
20 So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you
on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no
sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

Questions:

1. Asyou were listening to the scripture, what word, emotion, feeling, phrase, idea, or
image do you sense God drawing you to dwell upon?
What do you sense God is leading you to explore or to give attention to?
3. What new understanding, way of being, and living Christ’s mission is emerging for you?
4. How does this passage call us as a congregation into Christ’s mission?



Seven of Twelve Months of Dwelling in the Word

Themes: What Matters Most and Being a Servant — Mark 9:30-37 (NRSV)

30 They went on from there and passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to know it; 31
for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, "The Son of Man is to be betrayed into human
hands, and they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he will rise again." 32 But they
did not understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him. 33 Then they came to
Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, "What were you arguing about on
the way?" 34 But they were silent, for on the way they had argued with one another who was
the greatest. 35 He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, "Whoever wants to be first
must be last of all and servant of all." 36 Then he took a little child and put it among them; and
taking it in his arms, he said to them, 37 "Whoever welcomes one such child in my name
welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me."

Questions:

1. Asyou were listening to the scripture, what word, emotion, feeling, phrase, idea, or
image do you sense God drawing you to dwell upon?

2. What do you sense God is leading you to explore or to give attention to?

3. What new understanding, way of being, and living Christ’s mission is emerging for you?
How does this passage call us as a congregation into Christ’s mission?



Eight of Twelve Months of Dwelling in the Word

Theme: Journey in Trust — Alma 16:149-151

149 “Now as | said concerning faith—that it was not a perfect knowledge—even so it is with my
words.

150 “You cannot know of their surety at first to perfection, any more than faith is a perfect
knowledge.

151 “But, behold, if you will awake and arouse your faculties, even to an experiment upon my
words, and exercise a particle of faith, even if ye can no more than desire to believe, let this

desire work in you even until you believe in a manner that you can give place for a portion of
my words.

Questions:

1. Asyou were listening to the scripture, what word, emotion, feeling, phrase, idea, or
image do you sense God drawing you to dwell upon?

2. What do you sense God is leading you to explore or to give attention to?

3. What new understanding, way of being, and living Christ’s mission is emerging for you?
How does this passage call us as a congregation into Christ’s mission?



Nine (Option 1) of Twelve Months of Dwelling in the Word

Theme: Not Losing Heart — 2 Corinthians 4:5-16 (The Message)

5-6 Remember, our Message is not about ourselves; we're proclaiming Jesus Christ, the Master.
All we are is messengers, errand runners from Jesus for you. It started when God said, "Light up
the darkness!" and our lives filled up with light as we saw and understood God in the face of
Christ, all bright and beautiful.

7-12If you only look at us, you might well miss the brightness. We carry this precious Message
around in the unadorned clay pots of our ordinary lives. That's to prevent anyone from
confusing God's incomparable power with us. As it is, there's not much chance of that. You
know for yourselves that we're not much to look at. We've been surrounded and battered by
troubles, but we're not demoralized; we're not sure what to do, but we know that God knows
what to do; we've been spiritually terrorized, but God hasn't left our side; we've been thrown
down, but we haven't broken. What they did to Jesus, they do to us—trial and torture, mockery
and murder; what Jesus did among them, he does in us—he lives! Our lives are at constant risk
for Jesus' sake, which makes Jesus' life all the more evident in us. While we're going through
the worst, you're getting in on the best!

13-15We're not keeping this quiet, not on your life. Just like the psalmist who wrote, "l believed
it, so | said it," we say what we believe. And what we believe is that the One who raised up the
Master Jesus will just as certainly raise us up with you, alive. Every detail works to your
advantage and to God's glory: more and more grace, more and more people, more and more
praise!

16-18So we're not giving up. How could we! Even though on the outside it often looks like
things are falling apart on us, on the inside, where God is making new life, not a day goes by
without his unfolding grace. These hard times are small potatoes compared to the coming good
times, the lavish celebration prepared for us. There's far more here than meets the eye. The
things we see now are here today, gone tomorrow. But the things we can't see now will last
forever.

Questions:

1. Asyou were listening to the scripture, what word, emotion, feeling, phrase, idea, or
image do you sense God drawing you to dwell upon?
2. What do you sense God is leading you to explore or to give attention to?
What new understanding, way of being, and living Christ’s mission is emerging for you?
4. How does this passage call us as a congregation into Christ’s mission?
*No required sequence is intended by listing this as “Nine (Option 1) of Twelve...” Feel free to
select other texts if they are more relevant to the congregation’s current context. Suggestion
for the four questions: pose one question per week.
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Nine (Option 2) of Twelve Months of Dwelling in the Word

Theme: Not Losing Heart — 2 Corinthians 4:5-16 (NRSV)

5 For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your
slaves for Jesus' sake. 6 For it is the God who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," who has
shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ. 7 But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this
extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come from us. 8 We are afflicted in every
way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; 9 persecuted, but not forsaken;
struck down, but not destroyed; 10 always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the
life of Jesus may also be made visible in our bodies. 11 For while we live, we are always being
given up to death for Jesus' sake, so that the life of Jesus may be made visible in our mortal
flesh. 12 So death is at work in us, but life in you. 13 But just as we have the same spirit of faith
that is in accordance with scripture--" | believed, and so | spoke"--we also believe, and so we
speak, 14 because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus,
and will bring us with you into his presence. 15 Yes, everything is for your sake, so that grace, as
it extends to more and more people, may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God. 16 So we
do not lose heart.

Questions:

1. Asyou were listening to the scripture, what word, emotion, feeling, phrase, idea, or
image do you sense God drawing you to dwell upon?

2. What do you sense God is leading you to explore or to give attention to?

3. What new understanding, way of being, and living Christ’s mission is emerging for you?
How does this passage call us as a congregation into Christ’s mission?

11



Ten of Twelve Months of Dwelling in the Word

Theme: a Pattern of Jesus’ Ministry — Mark 1:19-22, 29-39 (NRSV)

19 As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in
their boat mending the nets. 20 Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee
in the boat with the hired men, and followed him. 21 They went to Capernaum; and when the
sabbath came, he entered the synagogue and taught. 22 They were astounded at his teaching,
for he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.

29 As soon as they left the synagogue, they went with James and John to the home of Simon
and Andrew. 30 Simon's mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they told Jesus about her.
31 So he went to her, took her hand and helped her up. The fever left her and she began to
wait on them. 32 That evening after sunset the people brought to Jesus all the sick and demon-
possessed. 33 The whole town gathered at the door, 34 and Jesus healed many who had
various diseases. He also drove out many demons, but he would not let the demons speak
because they knew who he was.

35 Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to
a solitary place, where he prayed. 36 Simon and his companions went to look for him, 37 and
when they found him, they exclaimed: "Everyone is looking for you!" 38 Jesus replied, "Let us
go somewhere else--to the nearby villages--so | can preach there also. That is why | have
come." 39 So he traveled throughout Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and driving out
demons.

Questions:

1. Asyou were listening to the scripture, what word, emotion, feeling, phrase, idea, or
image do you sense God drawing you to dwell upon?

2. What do you sense God is leading you to explore or to give attention to?

3. What new understanding, way of being, and living Christ’s mission is emerging for you?
How does this passage call us as a congregation into Christ’s mission?
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Eleven of Twelve Months of Dwelling in the Word

Theme: Entering Their World — 1 Corinthians 9:19-23 (The Message)

19-23 Even though | am free of the demands and expectations of everyone, | have voluntarily
become a servant to any and all in order to reach a wide range of people: religious,
nonreligious, meticulous moralists, loose-living immoralists, the defeated, the demoralized—
whoever. | didn't take on their way of life. | kept my bearings in Christ—but | entered their
world and tried to experience things from their point of view. I've become just about every sort
of servant there is in my attempts to lead those | meet into a God-saved life. | did all this
because of the Message. | didn't just want to talk about it; | wanted to be in on it!

Questions:

1. Asyou were listening to the scripture, what word, emotion, feeling, phrase, idea, or
image do you sense God drawing you to dwell upon?

2. What do you sense God is leading you to explore or to give attention to?

3. What new understanding, way of being, and living Christ’s mission is emerging for you?
How does this passage call us as a congregation into Christ’s mission?
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Twelve of Twelve Months of Dwelling in the Word

Theme: Do Not Be Afraid — Luke 5:1-11

Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd was pressing in on
him to hear the word of God, 2he saw two boats there at the shore of the lake; the fishermen
had gone out of them and were washing their nets. 3He got into one of the boats, the one
belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little way from the shore. Then he sat down and
taught the crowds from the boat. 4When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out
into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch.” 5Simon answered, “Master, we have
worked all night long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, | will let down the nets.”
6When they had done this, they caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to break.
7So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and
filled both boats, so that they began to sink. 8But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at
Jesus’ knees, saying, “Go away from me, Lord, for | am a sinful man!” 9For he and all who were
with him were amazed at the catch of fish that they had taken; 10and so also were James and
John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be
afraid; from now on you will be catching people.” 11When they had brought their boats to
shore, they left everything and followed him.

Questions:

1. Asyou were listening to the scripture, what word, emotion, feeling, phrase, idea, or
image do you sense God drawing you to dwell upon?

2. What do you sense God is leading you to explore or to give attention to?

3. What new understanding, way of being, and living Christ’s mission is emerging for you?
How does this passage call us as a congregation into Christ’s mission?

*No required sequence is intended by listing this as “One of Twelve...” or “Two of twelve...”
Select other texts if they are more relevant to the congregation’s current context. Suggestion
for the four questions: pose one question per week.
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